
This resource is adapted from pages 72-73 of NEL Educators’ Guide for Language and Literacy (EL) 2022. 

Say-Tell-Do-Play Technique for Teaching Vocabulary

Teachers should not assume that children will pick up new words just by listening to 
stories or from listening to the language spoken around them. Thus, they must select 
the target words and intentionally teach these words to the children and widen their 
vocabulary.
The following are key principles to bear in mind when teaching target vocabulary:
• Be intentional in selecting target words
• Provide both explicit and implicit instruction, e.g., explain the meaning of the 

word and present the word in context through a story
• Give children repeated exposure to the word in order to consolidate their 

understanding of the new vocabulary

An example of the 
“Say-Tell-Do-Play” 
technique based on 
“Giraffes
Can’t Dance” by 
Giles Andreae.
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